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SEPTEMBER DIARY 
 

Tuesday 1 10am Morning service 
    

Sunday 6 10am     Holy Communion with hymns 
 

Tuesday 8 10am  Morning service 
 

Sunday 13 10am Holy Communion with hymns 
 

Tuesday 15  10am Morning service 
 

Sat 19 - Sun 20 HERITAGE AND HARVEST WEEKEND 
 

Sat 19  10-12am  Craft Church for children and families 
   12-5pm   Church open for visitors 
 

Sunday 20 10am   Harvest Festival service, followed by 
   11am   Harvest brunch 
   12-4pm   Church open for visitors 
   4pm   Evensong 
 

Tuesday 22 10am Morning service 
 

Sunday 27 10am  Holy Communion with hymns 
 

Tuesday 29 10 am  Morning service 
 

OCTOBER DIARY 
 

Sunday 4  10am  Holy Communion with hymns 
 

Tuesday 6 10am Morning service 
 

Sunday 11 10am Holy Communion with hymns 
 

Tuesday 13 10am Morning service 
 

Sat 17  10-12 Craft Church for children and families 
 
 

********************************************************************************************* 
 

The church is open daily from 10.00am until at least 3.00pm 
 

Registered charity number: 1209950  
 

www.sandridge church.org.uk 
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Letter from our Vicar 
 
Dear Friends 
 

As I write this we are still in the middle of this summer’s 
heatwave. I really hope that by the time you read it, we have 
had some rain. As we drove home from my son’s house  
recently- a local journey we make every week at least - my 
husband mentioned that he kept feeling the route was unfamiliar. This was 
because it looked so different. Our green and pleasant land is currently sand
-coloured and parched. 
 

All of us are navigating what feels like an unknown and unfamiliar route, 
as we are not used to not having enough water, nor to extreme heat and  
no rain. This isn’t a new issue of course. At our service in church only this 
morning we read the Old Testament reading from the book of the prophet 
Jeremiah. It was headed The Great Drought! And it described the misery   
of the farmers, the animals, the plant life and the people. In those days   
people thought God sent drought as a punishment or warning. 
 

Many people are facing water shortages and of course some are living   
with terrifying wildfires. We no longer believe God sends such things  
as a punishment, but we should perhaps see them as a warning. We tend  
to waste water because it is usually abundant in the UK. That means we 
should all do our best to value it and use it more carefully. And tragically, 
nearly all wildfires are started by humans, either accidentally from  
something like a barbeque or deliberately. So, they are often preventable.  
 

Our farmers have been struggling to keep their animals healthy and crops 
are not growing as well as hoped. While our grass will recover from this 
drought, many creatures will have lost their lives. The impact is not just   
on humans. I pray that we will all hear the warnings and work harder as   
we go forward. Signs are that these events will become more common in 
the future. The good news is we can all do our bit to help. 
 

Jesus called himself ‘the Water of Life’. When we have plenty of water,  
we probably don’t realise the full significance of that. But Jesus lived in  
an arid land with little water. Water was precious and had to be treasured. 
So we can perhaps understand it better in times of drought. Water is a  
wonderful resource, just as the Good News of Jesus Christ is a truly    
wonderful miracle for us all – the water of life. 
 

Let’s all pray that going forward we can all see fresh running water for the 
miracle it is, and take care to ensure there is enough for us all. 
 

Yours in Christ                   Revd Wendy 
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Harvest Festival and Heritage Weekend 

 

Saturday 19 and Sunday 20 September 
 
   This year we will be marking Harvest Festival on the same  
   weekend as we celebrate national Heritage Open Days Week: 
   https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/ 
 
   Much will be happening at St Leonard’s and   

we hope you will drop in to:   
 

· admire the amazing harvest  
      decorations 
 

· take part in crafts and trails 
 

· marvel at the famous knitted village 
 

· learn more about the church’s history and our Lychgate     
      War Memorial, through information boards and tours 
 

· take home a book about the history of Sandridge, or some      
      homemade preserves 
 

· buy a raffle ticket for our harvest hampers, filled with     
      fresh produce 
 

· enjoy our world famous refreshments (okay, they may not  
      be world famous, but they really ought to be!) 
 

· find out about the forthcoming improvements to our        
       heating and lighting, as well as the proposed New  
       Garden of Rest 

 
HAMPER BASKETS APPEAL FOR OUR RAFFLES 

 

If you have been lucky enough to have won one of our hampers  
this year, or even luckier to have been given a hamper as a gift,  

please consider donating the actual hamper basket to 
St Leonard’s, so that we can continue to run our very popular  

hamper raffles this autumn and Christmas. Just leave your  
hamper in the back of the church. Thank you! 
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Harvest Festival and Heritage Weekend 

 

Saturday 19 and Sunday 20 September 
 

   Saturday 19 September 
 

   10am-12pm:  Craft Church for  children and families,  
    which will be harvest and heritage-themed  
    and include activities, refreshments and a  
    Bible story 
 

   12pm-5pm:   the church will be open for visitors all  
    afternoon and refreshments will be  

     available 
 

   Sunday 20 September 
 

   10am:        Harvest Festival service - a traditional       
         service including Holy Communion 
 

   11am:        Harvest brunch - served in the back of the 
    church 
 

   12pm-4pm:   Church will be open for visitors all afternoon 
 and refreshments will be available 
 

   4pm:     Evensong to round off the weekend 
 
 
 As this is being written, not everything has been agreed,   

so there may be even more going on! We are, for example, 
hoping for some live music.  

 

 All events are suitable for all ages, and there is no charge 
for entry or any activities (apart from the raffle). We do  

 always welcome donations which helps keep the church 
open and looking good. 
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St Albans & District Talking News 
 

‘A sound solution for those with limited sight’ 
 
‘From small beginnings come great things’: an oft-
repeated proverb that could certainly be applied to 
the determination of two St Albans residents, Ray 
and Meg Bousfield, who, as they sat at home back 
in 1974, decided to find a way to help those who 
could no longer read a newspaper but wanted to 
remain in touch with what was happening in the 
local community. 
 
Starting out with just a tape recorder and 
microphone on the kitchen table and an audience 
of one, they launched what was then one of the first  
Talking News charities in the country. And now, over 50 years later,  
St Albans & District Talking News (SADTN) operates from a purpose-built, 
sound-proof studio: digitised recording, memory sticks and online options 
have evolved from the reel-to-reel tape deck and cassette tapes. A weekly 
audio programme on a USB stick is posted to each listener’s home and an 
easy-to-use player is provided. Once listened to, the USB is posted back to 
be used for the next programme. 
 
SADTN is a free service - including postage - for anyone with limited sight 
or a temporary or long-term condition which limits their access to the written 
word. The weekly programme covers a range of news items and features 
from the local papers and other sources. Programmes also include  
interviews, reviews of audio books, previews of what’s coming up on  
national radio stations, a selection of audio-described TV programmes for 
the following week, and previews of local events such as talks, music,  
theatre and other entertainment. All in all, the programme editors ensure 
that listeners are offered two hours or more of entertaining and informative 
radio. Everyday operation is in the hands of around 70 volunteers:  
programme producers, readers, interviewers, previewers and reviewers, 
copy teams, distribution secretaries and helpers at special events. 
 

Further information can be found on the Talking News website: 
www.sadtn.org.uk  

 
Anyone who would like to use SADTN’s free service, or who knows of 
someone who would benefit from becoming a listener, should contact 

satdn.info@gmail.com or on 01727 648878. 
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Care Home Ministry 
 
Since I arrived in Sandridge over five years ago, I have regularly visited 
our care homes. Sadly, Lyndon House is now closed. This has, however, 
enabled me to commit even more time to taking services at Tara’s Retreat. 
These are led by myself and one of the St Albans Anna Chaplains 
(chaplains for older people).  
 
Twice a month on a Monday we go in and take two services. One is in the 
downstairs lounge at 10.30am and is aimed at those with memory loss. It 
includes well known hymns, a Bible story, a talk (usually with props) and 
short prayers. We then go to the upstairs lounge around 11.00am for a 
shortened service of Holy Communion. I also visit some residents  
individually. 
 
If you know someone at Tara’s who would like to join in with either     
service then do contact Lisa, the activities co-ordinator, at                                       
tarasactivities@bmcare.co.uk and she can ensure they are enabled to come 
along. If you know someone who would like a visit, or end of life prayers, 
then please contact me direct or ask Tara’s to do so. I also regularly take  
funerals for departed residents. As residents are all part of the parish they 
are entitled to burial or burial of ashes in our churchyards.                       

Care home ministry is a most rewarding part of my life – over time we 
form real connections with the residents and become very fond of them. 
Services are on occasion chaotic, but always joyful!       Revd Wendy  

   

   

Left: 
Tara’s  
Retreat 
Care Home 
in  
Sandridge 
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Love dogs? Have time to spare?  

Why not become a Volunteer Puppy  
Trainer? 

 
Hearing Dogs for Deaf People is urgently  
looking for kind-hearted dog lovers in and  

around St Albans who would be interested in  
volunteering to care for and train a puppy who         
will go on to transform the life of a deaf person. 

 
All costs are covered.                                                 

No experience is necessary.           

             

Visit hearingdogs.org.uk/how-
you-can-help/volunteer  

or call 01844 348129                        
to find out more. 
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Afternoon Teas 

Every Sunday in August the church offers afternoon  
tea for two hours, with homemade cake, a drink and  
a chance to sit and chat in the lovely cool church. 
Thank you to everyone who came along this year  
and especially to the church members who  
welcomed our visitors and served them: at the time  
of writing, with just one Sunday left to go, we have 
raised more than £180 towards the upkeep of the 
church.  

 
The PCC and congregation have two very clear commitments, illustrated by 
these afternoon teas: firstly, everyone is welcome in the church, and secondly, 
it costs nothing to come along to one of our events. St Leonard’s Church is 
God’s house and we are absolutely certain this is what God wants of us. 
 
Our next teas will be served over the Heritage & Harvest Weekend: Sat 19 to  
Sun 20 September, and also on Saturday 10 October from 3.00 to 
4.30pm, when we hope to welcome visitors from the other  churches in the 
area (Churches Together in Marshalswick). 
 

All are very welcome at all our services and events 
 

*********************************************** 
 

Family History Research 
in Hertfordshire  

and London 
 

All Enquiries Welcome 
 
 

Mrs Carolynn Boucher 
1 Ivinghoe Close 
Chiltern Park 
St Albans  
AL4 9JR 
 
(: 01727 833664 
 
E: carolynn.boucher@virginmedia.com 
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Building Committee News and Update 
 
Our Building Committee has been very busy over the summer, working 
on the upkeep of the church and new projects. Churchwarden Lee and our 
architect have spent many hours producing the information and plans for 
our heating project and new Garden of Rest. 
 
Church heating 
The heating project is moving forward; we now have the faculty 
(Diocesan permission) and have had responses from four companies,  
who are keen to submit a tender for the works by the end of August.  
 
We are hoping to be in a position in early September to announce  
commencement of the project, which hopefully will be completed in  
time for Christmas services. 
 
New Garden of Rest 
We are in the process of seeking a faculty to open a new Garden of Rest: 
information is available on the website under Public Notices: 
https://sandridgechurch.org.uk/whatson/public-notice.php and inside 
the main porch door of the church. 
 
Pew repairs 
Several pews need minor repairs, for which we are awaiting quotations 
from a historic buildings carpenter. 
                Jenny Dundon 

 

MR MOORE’S BIZARRE SECRET SOCIETY! 
 
Sarah Finch, who is a member of our congregation and who gave us a  
stunning performance as Jane Austen at Christmas in 2025, is appearing  
in the above production at the Bridewell Theatre in Bride Lane, off Fleet 
Street, London EC4 from 30 September to 10 October: 
https://sbf.org.uk/whats-on/view/mr-moores-bizarre-secret-society/ 
 
The Bridewell Theatre has been running since 1994 in what was once a 
swimming pool! 
 
A secret fairytale of London, the play combines a dash of Victorian charm 
with a pinch of Dickensian drama and a sprinkle of Lewis Carroll’s magic. 
Alice in Wonderland meets A Christmas Carol in a story that will delight 
children and adults alike. 
 
*********************************************************************************************************************
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ST LEONARD’S FLOWER FESTIVAL 2026 

 
 
Clockwise from top left:       
Friday’s opening with Katie’s 
Jumping Fleas;  
Charlotte’s Web by EB White; 
Marianne North - a very  
intrepid painter by Michelle 
Payne; Kathy Tilney and her 
handmade quilt, Someone 
Else’s Shoes by Jojo Moyes 
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ST LEONARD’S FLOWER FESTIVAL (cont) 

 

Clockwise from top: 
The Old Curiosity Shop by 
Charles Dickens;  
Great Garden Expectations 
by Charles Diggings;  
A Day in Fairyland (story 
and picture book);   
The Jungle Book by 
Rudyard Kiplling 
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                 JTB                

Butchers 
 

Sandridgebury Lane 
(next to Sandridgebury 

Stables) 
Tel: 01727 852152 

 

Suppliers of Quality  

Beef  Pork  Lamb 

Homemade Sausages  

Homemade Burgers 

Poultry & Game 

Free Range Eggs 

DID YOU BUY AN ELECTRIC  
PROPAGATOR AT THE CHURCH  

SUMMER FAIR? 
IF SO, YOU ARE MISSING TWO ESSENTIAL TRAYS 

TO PUT INSIDE IT! 
PLEASE CONTACT THE MAGAZINE EDITOR  

TO ARRANGE COLLECTION 
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P A R I S H C O U N C I L S U P PL E M E N T 
(ABRIDGED DRAFT MINUTES) 

 
AT A MEETING OF SANDRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON  
8 JULY 2026, THE FOLLOWING ITEMS WERE DISCUSSED: 
 
TO RECEIVE AND FORMALLY ACCEPT APOLOGIES FOR       
ABSENCE                                                                                        
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors Anne           
Thomas, Adam Twidell, Raihaanah Ahmed. 

DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS 
There was none. 
 
TO APPROVE AS A CORRECT RECORD THE DRAFT MINUTES 
OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD ON 10 JUNE 2026 
The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 10 June 2026  
were reviewed. They were agreed to be a correct record and it was 
unanimously resolved that the minutes of the meeting be approved 
and signed by the Chair. 
 
QUESTIONS TO OFFICERS 
There was none. 

 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
There was none. 
 
CLERK’S REPORTS 

Monthly Accounts 
Members reviewed a schedule of creditor payments for the period    
11 June to 8 July 2026. It was unanimously resolved to approve    
payment of the online transfers on this schedule on 10 July 2026  
and to ratify the payment of standing charges and debit card  
payments already made. 
 
Summer Event 2027/28 
Members discussed whether to budget for a significant Parish    
Council event in 2027/28. It was generally agreed that, with greater 
financial demands on the Council likely in future, it would be prudent 
to budget for a lesser sum than in previous years. Additionally, the 
elections next May could result in a turnover of Members making the 
timing of an event difficult. It was unanimously resolved to budget a 
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Summer Event 2027/28 (cont) 
figure of £5,000 in 2027/28 to allow a small event to take place  
if so chosen. 
 
Creditor Payments in August 
Members were reminded that there is no scheduled Council  
meeting in August. Creditor payments will therefore be made as 
usual by the Parish Office with the schedule emailed to Members 
on 12 August for payment on14 August. It was unanimously  
resolved that the Council approves the creditor schedule being  
sent electronically in August before being ratified in September  
(this approval is an audit requirement). 
 
Grounds Maintenance Contract 
The Clerk and PACE Officer reported meeting with the District 
Council’s Green Spaces Manager regarding the question of when 
the current grounds maintenance contract will end, with the new 
unitary authority on the horizon. Members were reminded that the 
current contract covers the following (not exhaustive); 
* Grass cutting/edging (with varying cut heights and  
    frequencies) 
* Maintaining shrub beds 
* Planting and maintaining herbaceous beds (roundabouts)   

inc. watering 
* Hedge maintenance 
* Leaf clearance 
* Hanging baskets (provision and daily watering) 
* Emptying approximately 50 bins daily inc. 2 recycling bins 

(transferred to Veolia depot) 
* Litter picking/fly tipping clearance 
* Sweeping hard surfaces (including use of ‘Scarab’ road 

sweeper) 
* Footpath maintenance 
* Detailed independent tree surveys (3 year cycle) 
* Play area maintenance and daily inspections 
* Annual independent play area inspections 
* Bench cleaning and maintenance 
* Cricket pitch maintenance (specialist equipment) 
* Football pitch maintenance (specialist equipment) 
* Tennis court/MUGA/netball court maintenance 
* Snow/ice clearance and gritting car parks and paths around 

centres 
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From the Registers 
  
Wedding: 
13 August - Karlene Agard and Kingsley Akrasi 
 

Burial of Ashes: 
27 June - Peter Hardy                                                                                  
11 July - Phillip Yowden                                                                          
19 July - Barbara Baker                                                                            
11 August - David Fooks 
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Grounds Maintenance Contract (cont) 
Note, all the above subject to strict contract specification. The Parish 
Council also benefits from a competitive Schedule of Rates for 
works outside the contract, for example bench installation. 

 
It was unanimously resolved to ratify the Clerk’s request to the     
District Council to remain in the existing GM contract for a further 
five years, during which time alternatives are to be explored. 
 
Training Policy 
Members reviewed and unanimously resolved to re-adopt this policy 
for review in three years. 
 
Matters of Note 
The Parish Council’s Annual Governance and Accountability Return 
has been submitted to PKF, external auditors, in accordance with 
permitted timescales. 
 

 
COUNCILLOR AND COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Grant Applications 
There were no grant applications this month. 
 
Update on Transfer of Public Toilets 
Members of the working party provided an update on the renovation 
of the two toilet blocks being transferred to the Parish Council to 
avoid closure. 
 
Rebranding of the Parish Council 
Members were given an update on the ongoing re-branding exer-
cise. It is hoped to bring some drafts to Full Council in September. 

  
 

MEETINGS OF COMMITTEES                                                    
Committee Chairs spoke briefly on committee meetings as below: 

· Jersey Farm Woodland Park Committee 22 June 2026 
· HR Committee 24 June 2026 (the business of this committee 

is always confidential. Minutes have been forwarded to  
    councillors) 
· Committee for Sustainability 30 June 2026 
· Planning Committee – see below 
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St Albans Tree and Garden Services Ltd. 
 
 

 

Felling and Pruning,  Stump Grinding 
Garden Renovation 

Contact Mr Gray for details 
 mentioning Parish Magazine 

 

Telephone 01727 833076  Mobile 07973 397858 
 

Email: stalbanstrees@btconnect.com 

 

 IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADVERTISE  
IN THIS MAGAZINE 

PLEASE CONTACT THE EDITOR FOR  
DETAILS OF OUR VERY REASONABLE RATES 

news.stleonards@gmail.com 
 

NEW ADVERTISERS ARE VERY WELCOME  
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MATTERS OF NOTE ARISING SINCE THE CIRCULATION OF 
THE AGENDA 
There was none. 

PLANNING MATTERS                                                                    
The Planning Committee met on 22 June 2026. Sandridge Parish 
Council’s Planning Committee meets every three weeks to review 
and respond to planning applications received from the Planning 
Authority, St Albans District Council. Planning applications        
commented on since the last Full Council meeting are: 

¨ 9 Woodfield Way 5/2026/0860 
¨ 18 Osprey Drive 5/2026/0993 
¨ 20 The Ridgeway 5/2026/0965 

 
Please note: Planning applications received at the Parish Office 
from the Planning Authority after the Parish Council agenda has 
been published may also be discussed at the meeting, as may    
applications of complexity or applications likely to impact heavily on 
the Green Belt. 
 
 
SUGGESTIONS AND/OR MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION AT 
FUTURE MEETINGS 
Updates on rebranding, the impact of the CGR on Parish Councils 
(possibly October) and asset transfers. 

 
 

Next meeting date: 

 9 September 2026 at 7.30pm                                  
at                                                                                          

Marshalswick Community Centre                                              

(NB There was no Parish Council meeting in August) 

 

*********************** 
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Church Directory 
 

Vicar:   Revd Wendy Sellers  01727 301542                                                   
(Wendy usually works Saturday through to Tuesday lunchtime) 
 

Churchwardens: Cather ine Bailey and Lee Myers 
 

We have a generic church email address, which is:  
sandridgechurch1@gmail.com  
or you can use the contact form on the church website:  
www.sandridgechurch.org.uk 
 

We welcome enquiries about our services, including weddings,       
funerals, baptisms, bell ringing, flower arranging or Young Church.                                                          

For enquiries about the parish magazine please contact the                               
Magazine Editor: Rosamund Adlard news.stleonards@gmail.com   

Our Safeguarding Team can also be contacted via the website 
contact form, or contact the Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser directly 
on: 01727 818107 or safeguarding@stalbans.anglican.org 

************************************************************* 

 
   

   The magazine is available to anyone via email. 
   To be added to the circulation list, please contact                  

the Magazine Editor on: news.stleonards@gmail.com 
 

   Paper copies are available free in and outside the 
church, at Carpenter’s Nursery, at JTB Butchers and 

Marshalswick Library 

 

 Publication notes 
 

The magazine is edited by Rosamund Adlard. 
Contributions of local interest are welcomed. 
  If you have such an article, or photographs, 

  please do send them to the Editor by 
14 September 2026 at the latest please 
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